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Genesis 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title and Meaning 

 “Beginnings” 

 “Source, origin” 

 Genesis is an epic, a collection of momentous stories 

 First chapter in the Pentateuch (“Five Scrolls”) 

 Best seen as one book divided into five sections, rather than as five books rolled into one 

 Answers some of the “big” questions in life 

 Where did I come from? 

 Who created all I see? 

 How did everything get messed up? 

 Is there hope that it will be fixed? 

 Do I have a purpose? 

 Is someone in control of all this? 

Author 

 Moses 

 Documentary Theory 

 Some contend there are four main documents as the sources behind the Pentateuch 

 J; because of the use of “Yahweh”; Gen. 2-Num. 22; emphasizes God’s nearness 

 E; because of the use of “Elohim”; Begins at Gen. and parallels J; stresses God’s transcendence 

 D; core that makes up Deuteronomy; style—prosaic, wordy, parentic (full of advice or counsel) 

 P; Source associated with Leviticus and the Priests; concerned with the origin and regulation of proper 

sacrifice and worship 

Outline 

 Structure 

 Two distinct Sections 

 Chapters 1-11 

○ Primeval History 

○ Preface to salvation history 

○ Addressing the origin of the world, of humankind, and sin 

 Chapters 12-50 

○ Patriarchal history 

○ Origins of redemptive history in God’s choosing of the patriarchs with the promises of land, 

posterity, and relationship 
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 Ten Sections 

 Based on the phrase “And these are the descendants 

of” or “This is the story of”… 

 Hebrew: “Toledoth”; not just a boundary, but a 

signal of the continuing of God’s plan for creation 

despite the effects of sin 

 Further Division 

 Chapters 12-50 can be divided by its main 

characters: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph 

 Basic Outline 

 The Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1-2:3) 

 The Generations of the Heavens and the Earth 

 Adam and Eve in Eden (2:4-25) 

 The Fall and its outcomes (ch. 3) 

 Murder of a brother (4:1-24) 

 Hope in the descendants of Seth (4:25-26) 

 The Generations of Adam (5:1-6:8) 

 Genealogy—Seth to Noah (ch. 5) 

 Rampant sin prior to the Flood (6:1-8) 

 The Generations of Noah (6:9-9:29) 

 Preparation for the Flood (6:9-7:9) 

 The Flood and Deliverance (7:10-8:19) 

 God’s Noahic Covenant (8:20-9:17) 

 The history of Noah’s descendants (9:18-29) 

 The Generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth (10:1-

11:9) 

 The Nations (ch. 10) 

 Dispersion of the Nations—The Tower of Babel 

(11:1-9) 

 The Generations of Shem: Genealogy of Shem to Terah 

(11:10-26) 

 The Generations of Terah (11:27-25:11) 

 Genealogy (11:27-32) 

 The Abrahamic Covenant: His Land and People (12:1-22:19) 

○ Journey to the Promised Land (12:1-9) 

○ Redemption from Egypt (12:10-20) 

○ Division of the land (ch. 13) 

○ Victory over the kings (ch. 14) 

○ The covenant ratified (ch. 15) 

○ Rejection of Hagar and Ishmael (c. 16) 

○ The covenant confirmed (ch. 17) 

Important Old Testament 

Dates 

o Adam: about 4000 BC 

o The Flood: about 2400 BC 

o Abraham: About 2000 BC 

o Jacob: About 1900 BC 

o Joseph: About 1800 BC 

o Moses: about 1400 BC 

o The Exodus: about 1400 BC 

o Ruth: about 1150 BC 

o Samuel: About 1100 BC 

o Saul: about 1053 BC 

o David: about 1013 BC 

o Solomon: about 973 BC 

o Division of the Kingdom (1 Kings 12): 

about 933 BC 

o Galilee Captivity: about 734 BC 

o Captivity of Israel: about 721 BC 

o Judah Conquered by Babylon: about 

606 BC 

o Jehoiachim’s Captivity: about 597 BC 

o Destruction of Jerusalem: about 586 

BC 

o Return from captivity: about 536 BC 

o Temple rebuilt: about 520 BC 

o Esther becomes queen of Persia: 

about 478 BC 

o Ezra goes to Jerusalem: about 457 

BC 

o Nehemiah rebuilds the wall: about 

444 BC 
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○ Birth of Isaac foretold (18:1-15) 

○ Sodom and Gomorrah (18:16-19:38) 

○ Philistine encounter (ch. 20) 

○ Isaac’s birth (ch. 21) 

○ Abraham’s act of faith with Isaac (22:1-19) 

 Abraham’s Promised Seed (22:20-25:11) 

○ Rebekah’s background (22:20-24) 

○ Death of Sarah (ch. 23) 

○ Isaac’s marriage to Rebekah (ch. 24) 

○ Isaac the only heir (25:1-6) 

○ Death of Abraham (25:7-11) 

 The Generations of Ishmael (25:12-18) 

 The Generations of Isaac (25:19-35:29) 

 Competition between Esau and Jacob (25:19-34) 

 Covenant blessings to Isaac (ch. 26) 

 Jacob’s deception for the blessing (27:1-40) 

 Blessing on Jacob in a foreign land (27:41-32:32) 

○ Jacob sent to Laban (27:41-28:9) 

○ Angel at Bethel (28:10-22) 

○ Disagreements with Laban (29:1-30) 

○ Promised seed (29:31-30:24) 

○ Departure from Aram (30:25-31:55) 

○ Angels at Mahanaim and Penuel (ch. 32) 

 Esau’s reunion and reconciliation with Jacob (33:1-17) 

 Events and deaths from Shechem to Mamre (33:18-35:29) 

 The Generations of Esau (36:1-37:1) 

 The Generations of Jacob (37:2-50:26) 

 Joseph’s dreams (37:2-11) 

 Family tragedy (37:12-38:30) 

 Vice Regency over Egypt (chs. 39-41) 

 Reunion with family (chs. 42-45) 

 Transition to Exodus (chs. 46-50) 

○ Journey to Egypt (46:1-27) 

○ Occupation in Goshen (46:28-47:31) 

○ Blessings on the twelve tribes (48:1-49:28) 

○ Death and burial of Jacob in Canaan (49:29-50:14) 

○ Death of Joseph in Egypt (50:15-26) 

Date 

 Estimated to be written during the Wilderness period, c. 1445-1405 B.C. 
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Purpose 

 Must be seen in tandem with the overall purpose of the Pentateuch 

 Provide the Israelites with a survey of God’s creative work 

 Explain the history of the Israelite nation, from God’s choosing them as His people, to the men and women 

God used to shape the nation, to their captivity in Egypt, to their subsequent Wilderness Wanderings, to the 

cusp of receiving the Promised Land 

Audience 

 Israelites in the Wilderness; the generation that would conquer and fill the Promised Land 

Main Characters 

 Adam 

 Noah 

 Abraham 

 Isaac 

 Jacob 

 Joseph 

Background and Setting 

 Patriarchal Era: 2000-1500 B.C. 

 Mesopotamia 

 Egypt 

 Syria-Palestine 
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Major Themes 

 Creation 

 God made everything there is 

 What God creates is good  

 No evil was laid on the world by God’s hand 

 Value of the world comes solely from the fact that God made it 

 Apex of creation is humanity 

 We have a unique relationship with God 

 Created in His Image 

○ Likely more functional than conceptual 

○ Speaking of us being God’s representatives; His statues 

○ Our role is to explore, rule, subdue, manage, lead creation as God would 

 Note how little the text is concerned with the process of creation 

 Theme is not how God created, but that He created all from nothing (ex nihilo) 

 Structure or pattern of creation 

 Earth was without form 

○ Day 1: Light and darkness 

○ Day 2: Sea and sky 

○ Day 3: Fertile earth 

 Earth was empty 

○ Day 4: Lights for day and night 

○ Day 5: Creatures (sea and sky) 

○ Day 6: Creatures (fertile earth) 

 God creating the stuff to go into the container He created 

 Major views on Creation 

 Day-Age Theory; days in Gen. 1 represent geological ages; text doesn’t directly support this 

 Theistic Evolution; God used evolution as a means of creation; definition of evolution rules that 

out; any view that says that man is not the direct creation of God undermines the story of the Bible 

 Gap Theory; God creates in Gen. 1:1/cosmos falls into chaos in 1:2a/God recreates; accounts for 

the fall of Satan; something happened that caused the earth to be formless and empty 

 Seven-day Creationism; scientific creationism; young earth theory included; literal reading of the 

text; perhaps God created things with the appearance of age 

 Exalted view of marriage and sexuality 

 Man and woman equally bear the image of God and can therefore have great intimacy 

 Design is for man/wife to be perfectly united; permanently joined 

 Helper; 16 of the 19 times the word is used, it refers to God; wife is there to complement husband, fill 

him out, help him become everything God designed him to be 

 Sexual union was without perversion or guilt; it is a great gift from God for our enjoyment and for 

creation 

 The Fall 
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 Entrance of sin into the created order radically alters the original creation 

 Humans become sinners by willful disobedience; that nature is something we are now born with 

 As a consequence of sin, the world of human experience becomes fractured and broken, alienated and 

chaotic 

 Genesis makes it clear that humans are to blame, not God 

 Gen. 1-11 shows both man’s attempt to be like God (most often the reason for his sin) and the 

corrupting power and results of sin 

 God’s judgment meets human sin at each point; His response is a mix of judgment and mercy 

 Eden: woman and man are penalized, but not cursed or destroyed immediately; only serpent is 

cursed; judgment involves the sources of their survival, bearing children, and producing food 

 God sustains both creations and humans by his preserving grace 

 Rapid moral decline after sin enters the world 

 Punishment also increases (seen subtly in the diminishing life spans) 

 Sin touches everything 

 Despite sin, God’s intention is always for humanity’s wellbeing and blessing 

 The Flood 

 Climax of God’s judgment 

 God’s choice of Israel 

 World no better after Noah, but God does not destroy it; He begins, through a particular person and 

nation, to carry out His purposes of redeeming the world and mending broken relationships 

 Abraham and his descendants chosen to be the channel of grace and revelation to all the world 

 Lord’s special favor was not to be shown only to Abraham and his family but to all people through him 

 At the heart of God’s choice of Israel it is made plain that God has a missionary purpose 

 Read Israel’s history as the long story of their attempts to fulfill their covenant responsibilities 

 Covenant 

 Bond uniting people in mutual obligations 

 Covenants in the Pentateuch: Noah (Gen. 9); Abraham (Gen. 12); Sinai with Moses (Ex. 19-ff) 

 OT covenants mirror the form of Hittite Suzerain treaties made between a king and his vassal 

 Historical introduction 

 List of stipulations 

 Curses and blessings invoked on the parties 

 Solemn oath 

 Religious ceremony to ratify it 

 The Patriarchs 

 Story of God’s faithfulness in the midst of their sin, conflict, and troubles. 
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Resources 
Rose Publishing: Deluxe Then and Now Bible Maps 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 

The NIV Application Commentary: Genesis 

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Genesis 

Tremper Longman III: How to Read Genesis 

Francis Schaeffer: Genesis in Space and Time 

Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary (one volume) 

Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 

Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 

Victor Matthews: Manners and Customs in the Bible 

Henry Halley: Halley’s Bible Handbook 


